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EXPOSTULATORY 


LETT ER 


. To 


| GEORGE WASHINGTON, 


or 
MOUNT VERNON, 
IN | 
VIRGINIA, 
ON HIS CONTINUING TO BB 


„ PROPRIETOR OF SLAVES. 


Br EDWARD e | 


Oh reflet—that your rights are the * of mankind, 
1hat to all they were bounteonfly given, 
Aud that he aulio in chains would his fellow-man bind, 
ii, his proud arm againſt Heaven. 


' LIVERPOOL PRINTED. 
1797. 
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IN July laſt the following letter was rranſmitted to the 
perſon to whom it is addreſſed, and a few weeks 
ago it was returned under cover, without a ſyllable 
in reply. As children that are crammed with confecti- 
onary, have no reliſh for plain and wholeſome food ; 
fo men in power, who are ſeldom addreſſed but in 
the fweet tones of adulation, are apt to be diſguſted 
with the plain and ſalutary language of truth. To 
offend was not the intention of the writer ; yet the 
prefident has evidently been irritated; this however is 
not a bad ſymptom, for irritation cauſeleſly excited, 
will frequently ſubfide into ſhame, and to uſe the 
language of the moralift, ** Where there is yet 
** ſhame, there may in time be virtue. 2 


Liverpool, February 20th, 1797. 
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Expoſtulatory Letter, We. 


IT will generally be admitted, Sir, and 
perhaps with juſtice, that the great fa- 
mily of mankind were never more bene- 
fited by the military abilities of any 
individual, than by thoſe which you dif- 
played during the memorable American 
conteſt, Your country was injured, 


your ſervices were called for, you im- 
mediately 


ſe 


"a aroſe, and after 8 | 
th moſt conſpicuous part in that blood- 
ſtained tragedy, you again became a private 
citizen, and unambitiouſly retired to your | 
farm. There was more of true greatneſs 
in this procedure than the modern world 
tt leaſt had ever beheld; and while public 
virtue is venerated by your countrymen, 
i a conduct ſo exalted will not be forgotten. 
The effects which your revolution will 
have upon the world are incalculable. By 
the flame which you have kindled, every 
oppreſſed nation will be enabled to per- 
* ceive its fetters ; and when man' once 
knows that he is cuflaved, the buſineſs of 
pation is half performed. —PFrance 
has already burſt her ſhackles, neighbour- | | 
| ing nations will in time prepare, and ano- 
= ther half century may behold the preſent 
decotted Europe without a peer, without a 
1 e and without 2 deſpot. If wen 


were "PINOY revolutions would be 
bloodleſs ; but how are men to be en- 
 lightened, when it is the intereſt of -go- | 
vernors to keep the governed in igno- 
rance ? © To enlighten men,” ſays your 
old correſpondent Arthur Voung, is 
to make them bad ſubje&s.” Hur-: 
ricanes ſpread devaſtation; yet hurricanes 
are not only tranſient, but give ſalubrity 
to the torrid regions, and are quickly. 
followed by azure ſkies and calm ſun- 
ſhine. Revolutions too, för a time, max 
produce turbulence; yet revolutions clear 
the political atmoſphere and contribute. 
greatly to the comfort and happineſs of ts 
human race. What you yourſelf have 
lived to witneſs in the united ſtates. is; 
ſufficient to elucidate my poſition, | In 
your rides along the banks of your fa- 
vourite Potowmack, in your frequent 
excurſions through your on extenſive | 
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2 n how wailing en be your” 
ſenſations on bcholding the animated 
| ſcenery around you, and how pleaſurable 
| muſt be your feelings, on reflecting that 
your country is now an aſylum for man- 
Find; that her commerce, her agricul- 
ture, and her population, are greater than 

at any former period; and that this proſ- 

1 perity is the natural reſult of thoſe e 
| which you defended againſt an abandoned 
cabinet, with all that ability which men 
* who unſheathe the ſword in the cauſe of 
human nature will, I truſt, ever diſplay. 
| Where liberty is, there man walks erect 
and puts forth all his powers; while ſla- 
4 very, like a torpedo, benumbs the e fineſt 
. ye of his foul. = 


But it u not to tho +4 in 
71 chief of the American forces, nor to 
. e a! | 
y _ have 


- - 2 . ' 3 > > * 
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have ach to Ae my buſineſs is A 


with George Waſhington, of Mount 


Vernon, in Virginia, a man who, not- I 
withſtanding his -hatred of oppreſſion # 
and his ardent love of liberty, holds at 
this moment hundreds of his fellow be- 


you, who conquered under the bannem | 


of freedom—you, . who are now tho 
firſt magiſtrate of a free people, are, 
(ſtrange to relate) a ſlave-holder. That | 


a Liverpool merchant ſhould endeavour Þ 
to enrich himſelf by ſuch a buſineſs is | 


not a matter of ſurpriſe, but that you, 
an enlightened character, ſtrongly ena- 


moured of your own freedom, you who, "if 


if the Britiſh forces had ſucceeded in the 
eaſtern ſtates, would have retired with _ 
a few congenial ſpirits to the rude faſt 


| neſſes of the weſtern wilderneſs, there to - 
3 that — without which 8 


* 


N rs would be Ages and with 


which the moſt ſavage region is not 
without its charms ; that you, I fay, 
ſhould continue to be a flave- holder, 
a Proprietor of human fleſh and blood, 
| creates in many of your Britiſh | friends 

both aſtoniſhment and regret. You are 
a 4 republican, an advocate - for the difle- 
mination of knowledge and for univerſal 
juſtice where then are the arguments 
by which this ſhameleſs dereliction of 
c]efferſon“ has endeavoured to ſhew that 
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* Beſides thoſe of colour, figure, and hair, there 
are other phyſical diſtinQions proving a difference of 
race. They have leſs hair on the face and body. 
They ſecrete leſs by the kidnies, and more by the glands 
of the ſkin, which gives them a very ſtrong and diſa- 
greeable odour. This greater degree of tranſpiration 
"renders them more tolerant of heat, and leſs ſo of cold, 
than the whites. Perhaps too a difference of ſtructure 


ry 


perl 
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h — an; jnfuring de F 
being, but ſurely you will not have 
recourſe to ſuch a ſubterfuge. Vour 
ſlaves, it may be urged, are well treated 
— That 1 deny man never can be well 
treated who is deprived of his rights. 


dh AD. on * *** 7 c 7 —— A 


in the pulmonary apparatus, which a late ingenious 4 
experimentaliſt* has diſcovered to be the principal re- 
gulator of animal heat, may have diſabled them from 
extricating, in the act of - inſpiration, ſo much of that 
fluid from the outer air, or obliged them in expiration, 
to part with more of it. They ſeem to require lem 
fleep. A black, after bard labour through the day, 
1 will be induced by the ſlighteſt amuſements to fit uptill - 
— midnight, or later; though knowing he muſt be out by 


the firſt dawn of the morning. They are at leaſt a 1 


ere drave, and more adventureſome, But this perhaps may - 
of proceed from a want of forethought, which prevents 
dy. their ſeeing a danger till it be preſent.” When preſent, 
Ks they do not go through it with more coolneſs or ſteadi- 
fa- neſs than the whites. They are more ardent after their 
on | OE) en,, an, 
1d, | „ 
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fFhey are well cloathed, well fed, well 
| lodged, &c. Feed me with arnbroſia, 
and waſh it down with nectar, yet, 

what are theſe, if liberty be wanting? 

| You took arms in defence of the rights 

13 of _— Yor Wi : 
then 
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#8 | | 1 chan a fender 8 mixture of ha 
1 ſenſation. Their griefs are tranſient. Thoſe num- 
11 derleſs afflictions, which render it doubtful whether 


| heaven has given life to us in mercy or in wrath, are 

[IS Hlefs felt, and ſooner forgotten with them. In general, 

EF their exiſtence appears to participate more of ſenſation 

EF than reflection. To this muſt be aſcribed their diſpo- 
ſition to fleep when abſtracted from their diverſions, 

| | and unemployed in labour. An animal whoſe body is 

Bf at reſt, and who does not reflect, muſt be diſpoſed to 


feep of courſe, Comparing them by their faculties 
of memory, reaſon, and imagination, it appears to me, 
that in memory they are equal to the whites; in reaſon 
much inferior, as I think one could ſcarcely be found | 
capable of tracing and comprehending the inveſtigati- | 
ons of Euclid ; and that in e IO Rn INE. 

taſteleſs, and anomalous. 
See Jefferſon's ary Pina ed 000-7 
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then are the rights of - your negroes? 


STRESS TE Bro ne | WO = we wo OW 


They have been inured to ſlavery, and 
are not fit for freedom. Thus it was 
ſaid of the French; but where is the 


man of unbiafſed common ſenſe who 
will aſſert that the French republicans. 


of the preſent day are not fit for free- 


dom? It has been faid too by your apo- 


logiſts, that your feelings are inimical | 

to ſlavery, and that you are induced to 
acquieſce in it at preſent merely from 
motives of policy; the only true policy _ 


is juſtice, and he who regards the conſe- }| 
quences of an act, rather than the juſtice } 
of it, gives no very exalted proof of the 
_ greatneſs of his character. But if your | 
feelings be actually repugnant to ſlavery, 


then are you more culpable than the ca- 
bus · hearted planter, who laughs at what 

be calls the pityful-whining of the abo- } 
litioniſts, becauſe he believes ſlavery to 
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1 be juſtifiable ; while you perſevere in a 
FE fyſtem which your conſcience tells you 
to be wrong. If we call the man obdu- 


rate who cannot perceive the atrociouſ- 
neſs of flavery,. what epithets does he 


deſerve who, while he does perceive its 


atrociouſneſs, continues to be a proprie- 


tor of ſlaves. Nor is it likely that your 


own. unfortunate negroes are. the only 
ſufferers by your adhering to this nefa- 
rious buſineſs ; conſider the force of an 


example like yours, conſider how many 
of the ſable race may now be pining in 
bondage, merely forſooth, becauſe the 


preſident of the united ſtates, who has 
the character of a wiſe and good man, 
does not ſee cauſe to diſcontinue the long 


25 eſtabliſhed practice. Of all the flave- 


holders under heaven thoſe of the unit - 


ad ſtates appear to me the moſt repre+ 
chenſible; for man never is ſo truly odi- 


dus 


ous as when he inflicts upon others that 
which he himſelf - abominates. When 
the cup of ſlavery was preſented to your .. 
countrymen, they rejected it with dif- 7 
dain, and appealed to the world injuſtifi- | 
cation of their conduct; yet ſuch is the 
inconſiſtency of man, that pea | 
on thouſands of thoſe very people, with 
yourſelf amongſt the number, are nom 
ſedulouſly employed 'in holding the ſelf - 
ſame bitter draught to the lips of their 
fable brethren. From men Wwe are 
ſtrongly attached. to their own rights, 
and Who have ſuffered much in their 
defence, one might have expected a ſcru- 

pulous attention to the rights of others; | 

did not experience ſhew, thay ben we 

ourſelves are oppreſſed; we perceive it 
with à lynx's eye; but when' we | 

become the oppreſſors, no noon-tide | 
bats: are blinder. Proſperity perhaps 
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may make nations as well as individuals . 
forget the diſtreſſes of other times ; yet 

ſurely the citizens of America cannot 
fo ſoon have forgotten the variety and ex- 


tent of their own ſufferings. When 


your country lay bruiſed by the iron 
hand of deſpotiſm, and you were com- 
pelled to retreat through the Jerſeys 


with a handful of half naked followers, 

| when the bayonet of the mercenary gliſ- 
' tened at your back, and liberty ſeemed 
| about to expire, when your farms were 


laid waſte, your towns. reduced to 
aſhes, and your plains and woods were 


i® ſtrew / ed with the mangled bodies of your 


brave defenders; when theſe events were 


taking place, every breaſt could feel, and 
every tongue could execrate the ſangui- 
nary proceedings of Britain; yet what 
the Britiſh were at that period, you are 
in a great degree at e are boaſt- 

"a 
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ful of your own rights you are vicla- 
tors of the rights of others, and you are 
ſtimulated by an inſatiable rapacity, to a 
cruel and relentleſs oppreſſion. If the 
wrongs which you now inflict be not 
ſo ſevere as thoſe which were inflicted 
upon you, it is not becauſe you are leſs 


inhuman than the Britiſh, but becauſe . } 
the unhappy objects of your tyranny | 


have not the power of reſiſtance. In 4 
defending your own liberties you un- 
doubtedly ſuffered much; yet if your 


of their maſters, were to throw off 
the galling yoke, and, retiring peace- 
ably to ſome uninhabited part of the 
weſtern region, were to reſolve on 
liberty or death, what would be the 
conduct of the ſouthern planters on 
ſuch an occaſion ? Nay, what would be 
your conduct? You who were born 


negroes, emulating the ſpirited example ; | 
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earned its value, you, who“ engaged 
_ ® 6 in a perilous conflict to defend it,” you 
ih who, . in a word, devoted the beſt 
| **. years of your life to ſecure. its perma- 
| ** nenteſtabliſhment in your own coun- 
N mY try, and whoſe anxious recollection, 
| ** whoſe ſympathetic feelings, and whoſe 
*© beſt wiſhes are irreſiſtibly excited, 
2 whenſoever in any country you ſee an 
oppreſſed nation unfurl the banners of 
freedom, poſſeſſed of theſe energe- 
tic ſentiments, what would be your con- 
duct? Would you have the virtue to ap- 
plaud ſo juſt and animating a movement 
as a revolt of e e A 
450 i TS . e 
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_* See. the anſwer of the preſident of the united 

ſtates to the addreſs of the miniſter plenipotentiary of 

the French republic, on his * colours of 
France to the united ſtates. 


on ſordid views, would ſcatter among 
an unoffending people, terror, deſolation, 


1 9 
No! I fear both you and your countty- 
men would rather imitate the cold blood · 
ed Britiſh cabinet, and, to gratify your 


and death. Harſh as this concluſion may 
appear, yet it is warranted by your pre- 
ſent practice; for the man who can 
boaſt of his own rights, yet hold two or 


three hundred of his fellow beings in 
ſlavery, would not heſitate, in caſe of a 
revolt, to employ the moſt ſanguinary 
that which the truly republican laws 
of his country are pleaſed to call, hi 
property. Shame ! Shame ! That man 
ſhould be deemed the property of man, 


or that the name of Waſhington ſhould 


de found * * * N 1 
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Should theſe ſtrictures be deemed ſe- 
vere or unmerited on your part, how 


comes it, that while in the northern and N 


middle ſtates, the exertions of the vir- : 


tuous quakers, and other. philanthropiſts, 
have produced fuch regulations as muſt 


ſpeedily eradicate every trace of ſlavery 


| in that quarter; how comes it, that from 
| you theſe humane efforts have never re- 


ceived the leaſt countenance ?_ If your 


mind have not ſufficient firmneſs: to do . 
away that which is wrong the moment . 
vou perceive it to be ſuch, one might 


have expected, that a plan for ameliorating 
the evil would have met with your 


1 warmeſt ſupport; but no ſuch thing. 
be juſt example of a majority of the 


ſtates has had no viſible effect upon you; 


| and as to the men of Maryland, of Vir- 


ginia, of the two Carolinas, of Georgia, 


| and of 3 they ſmile contemp- 


tuouſſy 
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e idea of negro emancipa- 
tion, and, with the ſtate conſtitutions 


in one hand, and the cow-ſkin' in the 

other, exhibit to the world ſuch à ſpec- 

| tacle; as every real friend to liberty ne bl 
from his foul abominate. 16 


p. i ® Then whet i» nin, ee 
| And having human feelings, does not bluſh - 
| A hang his head to think himſelf a man.” | | 


ö | 
8 The hypocritical bawd who hg 
6 IL _ chaſtity, yet lives by the violation of it, 
t |. is not more truly diſguſting, than one of 
g . your ſlave - holding gentry. bellowing in 
r favor of democracy. Man. does not rea- 
S. || dily perceive defects in what he has been 
. aceuſtomed to venerate; hence it is that 
Fou have eſeaped thoſe animadverſious 
„ which your..ſlaye proprietorſhip has ſo 
„ long morited. For ſeven years vou 4 


dere fought ths battles of your c 
LE — 


. 

1 
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try, and contributed greatly to the eſta- 


aboliſhing the wrong, yet you continue 
to de a flave- holder! Vou are a firm 


| foremoſt to wrench the rights of America 
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bliſhment of her liberties; yet you are a 
flave-holder ! You have been raiſed by, 


j your fellow-citizens to one of the moſt. 


exalted fituations upon. earth, the firſt- 
magiſtrate of a free people; yet you are 


F ſlave-holder! A majority of your 


countrymen have recently diſcovered that 
ſlavery is injuſtice, and are gradually 


believer too, and your letters and ſpeeches , 


are. replete. with - pious reflections on 


[ the divine being, providence, &c. yet 
I * a ſlave-holder! Oh! Waſhing- 


| „ Ages to come will read with, 
yo 8 that the man who was 


rye as grafts Was, 
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your heart; and preſent reputation, fu-— 
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among the laſt to telin iſh tits. own ops. 
preſtive bold of poor and unoffe 
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In the name of juſtice, what can in- 


features af Wee Meng with ſo fout 
and indelible a blot ?_ Avecee is e, 
be the vice of age. Your ſlaves, old and 
young, male and female, father, mother, 1 
and child, might, in the eſtimation of - 
a Virginian planter, be worth from fifteen I 
to twenty thouſand pounds. Now, Sir. 
are you ſure that the un willingneſs wich 
you have ſhewn to liberate your: negroes, - 
does not proceed from: ſome lurking pe- 
cuniary conſiderations ? If this be the 3 
caſe and there are thoſe who firmly be- | 
leve it is, then there is no fleſh left in 2 
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